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Jason Latimer • copy editor
The Independent Project/Research 
Opportunities Program held a semi-
nar 10th hour Monday in Olin 167 to 
educate students interested in entre-
preneurship and starting their own 
business. Graduate student Phil Ro-
denbeck, senior Michael Bell, and 
freshmen Jacob Lueck, Alex Vasko, 
and Anthony Piergiovanni spent the 
hour sharing their experiences and 
presenting tips and strategies that 
they learned along the way. Lueck, 
Vasko, and Piergiovanni run an ap-
plication and software development 
company called Rocketman Develop-
ment.
Piergiovanni started the business-
es as a freshman in high school, but 
picked up Vasko and Lueck, who were 
looking for something to do aside 
from their academics. “It’s important 
to have something to do besides mo-
notonous calculus homework,” Vasko 
said. “Applications are a fantastic 
business to go into right now with 
all of the advancement of mobile de-
vices.” For Lueck, running a business 
was a familiar skillset that he sought 
to improve upon. “I grew to love 
business while developing micro-
business plans for non-profits over 
the last two years and wanted to con-
tinue exploring that interest while at 
Rose,” he said.
At the seminar, the group said that 
passion and ability were key to run-
ning a successful business. Those 
with a good idea need the initiative 
to get it off the ground. Rocketman 
has produced Flash-based games in 
the past, but plans to move more into 
the mobile application market. They 
currently have one iPhone app called 
“Wordulator” and want to be able to 
release several apps a year. Students 
can find more information about the 
company at rocketmandevelopment.
com.
Rodenbeck, who has a degree in me-
chanical engineering and a minor in 
entrepreneurship, currently has four 
pending patents for low-cost semi-ac-
tive dampers for cars. He came across 
the idea for these dampers during an 
internship at Toyota, where he no-
ticed that every car with semi-active 
dampers cost over $40,000. After ex-
tensive research, designs, and several 
meetings, Rodenbeck determined 
that his cheaper dampers could suc-
ceed on the market. 
He suggested that people with a 
good idea for a product talk directly 
to those they’ll be selling to, like he 
did. “It’s never a good idea to design 
within a bubble. Figure out what 
needs your intended customers 
have and design solutions to those 
needs,” Rodenbeck said. “Of course, 
always be smart about it; because if 
you spill the beans to everyone, you 
start your one year clock on US pa-
tentability and void your right to in-
ternational patent protection.”
In his presentation, Rodenbeck 
outlined some traits that make up 
a good entrepreneur: analytical, 
independent, and competitiveness, 
to name a few. However, he added 
that people – especially engineers 
– shouldn’t overlook the busi-
ness skills necessary for following 
through with a great idea. “I think 
most students at Rose could invent 
something. Give them a novel prob-
lem statement and they can churn 
out a novel solution,” he said. “But 
extracting value from that inven-
tion – turning it into an innovation 
– requires a different skill set, and 
it isn’t easy.”
With his patents still pending, 
Rodenbeck doesn’t have any profits 
coming in yet. He warned that stay-
ing positive during the limbo period 
between the idea and revenue is 
very important. Personally, he fig-
ured that even if his endeavors don’t 
turn out the way he planned, he’ll 
still come out ahead. “Lots of entre-
preneurial endeavors fail, but the 
knowledge developed in the course 
of trying that idea should always be 
a recoverable asset,” he said. “Then, 
you roll up your sleeves and pick out 
the next best idea on your list.”
“Starting your own business” is 
just one of the many seminars being 
offered by speakers involved with 
the IP/ROP program. A presenta-
tion on global engineering challeng-
es will take place this coming Mon-
day, April 23, and a presentation on 
medical school is planned for ninth 
week. The students will end the year 
by presenting their projects at the 
end-of-quarter symposium to be 
held during tenth week.
Entrepreneurship for engineers
“Cabin in the Woods” 
is a rollercoaster of 
creativity and excite-
ment.
Tips for preparing for your 
Fundamentals of Engineering 
experience.
Have we lost all sense 
of privacy in 20th century 
America?
Hank Akard helped 
lead Engineer baseball 
to another 
HCAC win. 
Read more 
on Sports!
IM staff upset about li-
bellous RSC video! Find out 
more on the Flipside.
Students share business experiences during IP/ROP seminar
Five Rose-Hulman students spoke to a crowd of faculty and students earlier this 
week about starting a successful business in the engineering world.
Mia Zhao • photography club
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News Briefs
Claire Stark • staff writer
Secret Service Under Fire
8 secret service members are on administrative leave after 
a scandal involving prostitution charges in Columbia. One su-
pervisor retired early and another will be fired over the inci-
dent. The team was a “jump team,” one of many who go to a 
country the president will visit beforehand to set up security. 
Apparently as many as 20 women were involved as well as 10 
service members. The scandal started when 11 Secret Service 
members were sent home from Columbia last week. Congress 
has started an investigation.
India tests nuclear missile
India has designed, built, and tested a missile that can reach 
key cities in China. The Agni-V missile can travel 3,100 miles 
allowing it to hit Beijing and Shanghai. India has said that it 
is proof that it is a scientifically advanced country. The mis-
sile can carry a 1.5 ton nuclear warhead but still needs 4 or 5 
more tests. Currently only France, Russia, China, and the U.S. 
have such a missile. This successful test happened a week after 
North Korea failed to successfully launch a similar missile.
Tallest US man finally gets a pair of shoes
Igor Vovkivinskiy, standing at 7 feet 8 inches, has always had 
a trouble finding shoes. Since he was a teenager he outgrew his 
shoe. The lack of footwear to fit his feet has resulted in 16 sur-
geries on his feet in the last 5 years. Because of this he started a 
fundraising website and a Facebook page asking people to buy 
a new pair of shoes. People have donated more than $37,000 
for a new pair of shoes. Last Friday Reebok announced that 
they would fly Vovivinskiy to their headquarters to make a cus-
tom pair of shoes for free. Vovkivinskiy was told when look-
ing to make the shoes that it would cost about $15,000 for the 
custom shoes that would require scan to create 3D model of 
his feet. The money was raised in 3 weeks using the Internet.
3News20 Apr 2012
“Great” Debate conquers the quad
Members of the student iCAST committee covered Root Quadrangle with questions in chalk and on easels. Organizer and senior mechanical engineer Chad Con-
way said the event was one of many attempts to “create more creative ways to further engage students.” As the event unrolled this week, Conway was “completely 
blown away by the participation that we have received through this new medium of communication.”   When asked for his thoughts on the event, President Matt 
Branam said, “Talk about making it happen, and making it fun–pure high-octane fuel for the future!”
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
The rarest of films, a good horror movie
Luke Woolley • staff writer
When I heard that the leg-
endary creator of “Firefly” 
and director of the upcoming 
“Avengers” had co-written 
a horror film about college 
students spending the week-
end in a deep, dark forest, I 
was skeptical. When the first 
trailer hit the web and I saw 
the poster, I was intrigued. 
When I discarded my pop-
corn bag and left the theatre 
with sweaty palms and mas-
sive smile, I was ready to buy 
another ticket right then and 
there.
Promotional material for 
“Cabin in the Woods” pre-
sents a well-known premise 
while hinting that all is not as 
it usually seems. In the open-
ing minutes of the movie, the 
audience is shown two execu-
tive-type older men in a rath-
er nondescript R&D office 
environment, joking about 
the coffee maker and trou-
bles at home. Suddenly the 
title of the film slams onto 
the screen in an enormous, 
blood-red font, accompanied 
by a scream/orchestra-hit 
sound. This is indicative of 
the entire film—it tells you it 
will be one thing, then crafts 
something else that you start 
to accept, then smashes it to 
bits in an adventuresome and 
often comic way. Even the 
old man living in a shack who 
basically delivers the classic 
line, “Oh, the old Johnson 
place. You don’t want to go 
down that road,” gets some 
great new treatment.
Although rated R for 
“bloody horror violence and 
gore, language, drug use, and 
some nudity,” ‘Cabin in the 
Woods” is certainly not just 
a horror film. Sure, it sets up 
many aspects of the common 
gory thriller, but at the same 
time it cross-treats the genre 
with realistic dialogue, crea-
tive characters, and exciting 
sub/para-plots that are com-
plete one-eighties from any-
thing resembling Friday the 
13th. In doing so it success-
fully comments on filmmak-
ing while telling a story and 
enjoying itself at the same 
time. I could even anthro-
pomorphize the movie to the 
extent that I almost want to 
say it enjoys being watched; 
it exhibits that sort of intel-
ligence and understands its 
own nature as well as the fact 
that it has a mentally-capable 
audience.
While I certainly don’t 
want to spoil it for you all, it 
is very Abrams-esque in the 
elements of mystery and the 
hints in the script and cine-
matography. The script pokes 
fun at itself whenever it even 
approaches campy, the cam-
era follows action and sets up 
scenes superbly (a great relief 
after having watched “The 
Hunger Games”), the sound-
scheme fosters emotions or 
sense of thrill properly, and 
the cast members’ facial and 
body language build up their 
humanity in ways even good 
non-horror films often lack. 
Speaking of cast, “Dollhouse” 
and “Stargate Universe” each 
contribute a handful of ac-
tors, plus “Star Trek” and 
“Thor”’s Chris Hemsworth 
and every sci-fi fan’s favorite 
female fighter, Sigourney 
Weaver.
All in all, “Cabin in the 
Woods” is not even really 
a horror film. It is a roller-
coaster of creativity, humor, 
and excitement, ranging 
from commonplace banter 
you might witness in “The 
Office” to such insane and 
freaky violence that it feels 
like “F.E.A.R. 2” on ecstasy.
4.5 out of 5 elephants 
No need to jump
Hobey Tam • staff writer
Our generation’s contribu-
tion to the movie business is 
off-color comedy. Raunchy 
jokes and poetic vulgarity is 
our staple with DVD shelf 
classics such as “American 
Pie” and “The Hangover.” 
However, as with any original 
idea, subsequent attempts at 
the same idea are like carbon 
copies of the original. And 13 
years since the first “Ameri-
can Pie” (yeah, I know – more 
than a decade ago), it’s hard 
to keep the jokes original and 
the actors authentic, especial-
ly with comedy.
Fortunately, we have an 
emerging cast of talent. This 
talent includes Jonah Hill 
(“Superbad,” “Get Him to the 
Greek”). Love him or hate 
him, he can make a theater 
of peers weep from laughing 
so hard. And that’s what he 
and Channing Tatum (“Coach 
Carter,” “Step-Up,” “G.I. Joe: 
The Rise of Cobra”) did eve-
ry frame of the picture, with 
help from special features by 
Rob Riggle, Ice Cube and even 
Johnny Depp.
With fresh jokes perfect for 
our generation’s taste in com-
edy, 21 Jump Street is a so-
cial commentary on how the 
idea of the “popular kid” has 
changed in the past decade. 
Though many of the social 
values of high school have re-
mained relatively unchanged, 
the culture has shifted. The 
mere fact that this picture 
takes place in a context we 
were ourselves immersed not 
too long ago makes for an ex-
cellent setting. This relatable 
and intriguing theme coupled 
with the comedic relief of Jo-
nah Hill playing opposite of 
Channing Tatum is the per-
fect combination for execut-
ing this script depicting two 
young police officers assigned 
to their first undercover case 
of infiltrating a high school 
drug trading ring.
Though this movie is noth-
ing exceptionally original or 
a ground breaking picture, it 
still merits a weekend view-
ing with some friends or the 
special someone. The jokes 
are refreshing and just down-
right hilarious without try-
ing too hard or overdoing it. 
Furthermore, I think many 
will be surprised with Chan-
ning Tatum taking on a co-
medic role. It’s a great picture 
for this movie drought we’ve 
been having before this year’s 
summer blockbuster. This 
film has great rewatchability 
and is guaranteed to become 
a favorite feel-good movie you 
pop in on a slow, relaxed Sat-
urday or as background noise 
during homework. 
3.5 out of 5 elephants
Where’s the front door?
http://forbes.com
1234 Wabash 
Avenue
(812) 
232-7272
Store Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
Pizza Needs Your help.
Pizza is an important part of the Thorn staff. Specifi-
cally, Papa John’s pizza. Papa John’s is behind every 
article the Thorn has run, every picture the Thorn has 
taken, and every staffer the Thorn has known. Let piz-
za be behind you too. Call Papa John’s, order a pizza... 
and let them know you saw it first in The Rose Thorn.
”“Cabin in the Woods” is certainly not just a 
horror film.
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Melissa Schwenk
living editor emeritus
Last Saturday, most of the senior class assembled 
at 7:15 a.m. to take the Fundamentals of Engineering 
Exam. Some started studying last August; others, like 
myself, started studying Thursday night. Here are a 
few tips to make your FE experiences as pleasant as 
possible.
First of all, buy an FE-approved calculator early. 
Several test-takers started looking for a calculator 
two days before the exam. The calculator I used, a 
TI-36 X Pro, is not normally available in store, so or-
dering online is pretty much the only way to get one. 
I would suggest this calculator for everyone, since it 
can do integrals, derivatives, matrices, and systems 
of equations. Ordering a calculator early also allows 
you to get acquainted with it before the day of the 
exam.
Another tip is to buy an FE study guide and down-
load a reference manual. Although some of the top-
ics covered in the guide are basic, such as finding 
the equation for a 
line, the majority of 
the book is useful. 
Working through 
the diagnostic test 
will help you de-
cide which topics 
you need to focus 
on most. Working 
through practice 
problems at the end 
of each section will 
help you learn the 
concepts, but will 
also let you practice 
using your calcula-
tor.
Start studying 
sooner rather than 
later. While not all 
the material is diffi-
cult, there are a lot of 
topics covered on the exam in the general section on 
top of the ones for your type of engineering. Starting 
as late as I did will only lead to more stress in the long 
run, as you keep thinking about starting and putting 
it off a bit longer. By starting sooner, you may dis-
cover questions to ask the review session proctor as 
well. This allows you to be more prepared for, and get 
more out of, the review sessions.
The day before the exam, get everything together 
that you’ll need. Place your ID, exam authorization, 
snacks, calculator, and straightedge in a clear baggie. 
Don’t bring any pencils or erasers, as using them will 
invalidate your exam. Having everything ready to 
go for the morning will help you sleep well the night 
before. Don’t stay up too late studying, since falling 
asleep during the exam is worse than not knowing 
exactly what to do.
All in all, the FE is not as bad as you’ll build it up to be 
in your mind. The practice book questions were more 
difficult than some of the exam questions themselves. 
Work hard in your classes and do a little preparation, 
and you’ll have the nice pinky ring before you know it.
A look back on the final final exam
The approved TI-36 X
Pro calculator.
http://kmart.com
Braised beef tips
Jesse Sestito
stqff writer
Here is one of my favorite meals. It’s delicious and not easy to make. Ingredi-
ents:
•	 2 tbsp. shortening
•	 2 lbs. beef tip (or sirloin)
•	 1 (10 oz.) can of condensed beef consommé or broth
•	 1/3 cup red burgundy
•	 2 tbsp. soy sauce
•	 1 clove garlic
•	 ¼ tsp. onion salt
•	 2 tbsp. cornstarch
•	 ¼ cup water
•	 4 cup hot cooked rice or noodles
First, marinade the meat for 2 hours or more (the longer the better). To 
do this, mix the beef consommé, burgundy, soy sauce, garlic, and onion salt 
together in a bowl. Cut the beef tip into strips or cubes. Place the beef tips in 
either a plastic Ziploc bag or a bowl. Pour the mixture over the beef tip. Zip up 
the bag or cover the bowl with saran wrap and refrigerate for selected time.
To cook, melt the shortening in a large skillet. Remove the meat from the 
marinade and brown meat on all sides. This should take about 10 minutes. Stir 
in the marinade and heat to boiling. Reduce heat; cover and simmer for one 
hour or until meat is tender. At about the 30 minute mark, check broth and add 
pepper and salt as necessary. After simmering for an hour, blend cornstarch and 
water; stir gradually into meat mixture. Cook, stirring constantly until mixture 
thickens and boils. Boil and stir for one minute. Serve over rice or noodles.
What is there to love 
about Sharp Flats East?
Everything!
Pricing available upon request
Great location! The closest off campus housing to RHIT!
Located on Hunt and US 40
Call us today! (812) 877-1146
6710 E. Wabash Ave. Terre Haute, IN 47803
Efficiencies Utilities included 234 square feet $370/month
Studios Utilities included 266 square feet $410/month
One Bdrm. You pay electric 588 square feet $475/month
Pets Weclome Pet Fee
Amenities
•	 Within .5 mile of RHIT
•	 Rollie’s Pizza on location! 
(They serve beer, too!)
•	 Pets allowed by prior approval 
only; $200 pet fee
•	 Laundry on site
•	 Available immediately
•	 Some furnished units available
•	 Lots of parking
•	 Wi-Fi
Check www.sharpflats.com for additional housing in downtown Terre Haute
Visit Us on 
Facebook!
The last mission
Katrina Brandenburg
living editor
The end of the first year is approaching for the freshman class. 
The prospect of summer vacation is sounding sweeter by the day, 
but there are still a few obstacles between all of the new Rose-Hul-
man students and that first summer break from college.
First and foremost among those obstacles is scheduling fall 
classes. This can be a daunting idea, since the whole class has been 
preregistered for at least part of the classes needed thus far into the 
college experience. Now each student is faced with this question: 
how do I plan my classes for the next quarter here? The answer is 
planning.
•	Make	a	big	plan.	It	is	important	to	be	set	on	a	major	or	majors	if	
a student only plans to be here for four years. Deciding minors early 
might also be useful.
•	Look	at	the	premade	plan.	On	the	school’s	website	there	is	useful	
information under the academic departments section about the re-
quirements for different majors and minors. Print it off and cross off 
the requirements that have been met so that only what needs to be done 
remains.
•	Look	at	what	is	typically	offered	in	the	fall	quarter	and	what	needs	to	
be taken during the next year as prerequisites for other classes later.
•	A	student	should	consider	how	many	credit	hours	he	can	comfort-
ably take. This is a personal decision that should be based on perfor-
mance in the current number of credit hours and amount of dedication 
one is willing to show. If a student wants to leave time for more extra-
curricular activities or time with friends, then he should not increase the 
number of credit hours he is taking or not increase it by much.
•	Consider	habits.	If	a	student	cannot	focus	his	attention	very	easily	
for more than two classes at a time, it is probably a bad idea to register 
for four back-to-back classes in the case that it is avoidable.
•	Schedule	check.	Go	onto	Banner	Web	and	write	down	the	needed	
information to decide which classes to take and when to take them 
before registration day. This could prevent mistakenly attempting to 
schedule classes at the same times and could prevent confusion on the 
big day of registration.
•	Register	promptly	to	avoid	popular	classes	being	full,	and	have	a	
couple of backup plans in case classes are full.
Following these few suggestions is a good way to avoid a headache 
during registration for fall classes. If a scholar plans to pursue the op-
portunities offered in summer school, then it is probably best to follow 
the same process for planning out those courses as well. Plan ahead; 
avoid the headache.
5Living20 Apr 2012
Thomas Dykes • guest writer
Let’s say I want to find the 
current location of another 
Rose-Hulman student. If I want 
to do this during the day, I can 
look up that student’s Kerberos 
ID through the address book 
on Outlook and get a full class 
schedule for that student. Or 
I can use the address book to 
get that student’s room (if they 
live on campus), and the phone 
number for that room. If I can’t 
find the student directly, I can 
look up their classmates and 
ask them for information.
For the average Rose stu-
dent, this availability of in-
formation is insignificant, 
but the way Rose makes data 
available parallels a change in 
the way data and information 
are stored and processed by 
businesses and organizations 
around the world. Businesses 
ranging from Wal-Mart to Fa-
cebook are storing increasingly 
large amounts of consumer 
data, including personal infor-
mation. Government collec-
tion of data has increased dra-
matically over the past decade 
under the auspices of national 
security. Insurance companies 
are beginning to offer drivers a 
device that will record driving 
data in exchange for reduced 
rates. The amount of data that 
we possess, and our ability to 
control and manipulate, has 
increased dramatically and will 
continue to increase dramati-
cally as the nascent fields of 
analytics and data mining are 
cultivated.
These changes are trans-
forming and will continue to 
transform the way we operate 
within society. Employers will 
demand large stocks of per-
sonal information beyond the 
Facebook password demands 
that are currently making 
headlines. Government offi-
cials will demand even more 
information from the citizenry 
and even more power to spy 
on us. Currently this is only 
a major issue for those who 
have a name on the twenty-one 
thousand-name no-fly list (a 
list that government officials 
promise will get much longer), 
but the ability 
of the govern-
ment to control 
the public will 
only increase 
as it obtains 
more infor-
mation. The 
health care law 
provides the 
pretext for the 
storage of the 
personal infor-
mation of eve-
ry American. 
While there 
will be some 
resistance to 
this, the people 
who have in-
sufficient doc-
umentation are 
also the ones 
who need the 
most help and 
will most likely submit. The 
conclusion of all of this, in 
my opinion, is a government 
ID card, mandatory for each 
American, that will place eve-
ryone “on the grid,” willingly 
or otherwise.
It is true that nobody will be 
harmed by this, but the change 
in how much data we can lo-
cate on our fellow Americans 
reflects a change in our na-
tional character. America in 
the 19th century was an open 
frontier where anyone could 
choose to sell their possessions 
and uproot themselves in hope 
of a better life. The frontier dis-
appeared during the 20th cen-
tury, but the spirit remained 
the same. America was still the 
land of opportunity, a place 
where someone can try, fail, 
and start anew; a place where 
anyone, regardless of their 
past, could succeed with hard 
work and a little luck. Unfortu-
nately, our societal appetite for 
data is changing this, and the 
result will be a country where 
nobody, no matter what their 
resources or capabilities, can 
Thomas Adams • faculty writer
I love tea. I love the taste 
of tea. I love the comfort-
ing warmth of a tea cup in my 
hands as I drink it. I love all 
the minutiae of preparing tea—
boiling the fresh spring water, 
measuring the right amount of 
loose leaves, turning over an 
hour glass so that the falling 
sand grains might let me know 
when the sacred beverage has 
steeped just the right amount of 
time. I love watching the dried 
leaves reawaken after their long 
sleep, slowly stretching and un-
curling into rehydrated versions 
of their former selves as they 
impart their fragrant charm 
into the surrounding hot liquid. 
I love the fact that an infusion 
made from the leaves of a plant 
grown in the Qimen, China 
has a taste completely differ-
ent than an infusion made of 
the leaves of the very same 
plant grown in the Darjeeling 
region of India. I love the fact 
that there are ten zillion varie-
ties of tea, and seemingly even 
more types of teacups, teapots, 
infusers, accoutrements and 
other tea paraphernalia, the 
use of which allows me to vary 
my daily tea ritual in a way that 
falls nothing short of a spiritual 
experience. I love tea so darned 
much that if I were ever to have 
a daughter, I would name her 
Camille Cynthia Adams, af-
ter the Latin name of the tea 
plant, Camillia Sinensis, just 
to let her know that I love her 
very, very much—almost as 
much as, well, tea. (Tea did 
come first, after all.)
No wonder, then, that it 
shocked, appalled, and down-
right got my panties all in a 
wad when an otherwise honor-
able and respectable journalist 
(who here shall remain name-
less for the sake of preserv-
ing his dignity [cough, John 
Pinkus, cough]) once suggested 
that not only should the phrase 
“That isn’t my cup of tea” be 
erased from our collective lexi-
con, but that he also considers 
tea to be “dirty hot water [sic] 
that burns [his] taste buds.” He 
couldn’t be any more wrong on 
either count.
In essence the journalist in 
question (cough, Pinkus) ar-
gues that the phrase “That isn’t 
my cup of tea” amounts to but 
a tautology, that it must be true 
by definition. Rephrased as a 
syllogism, his argument may 
go something like this: To say 
“That isn’t my cup of tea” sig-
nifies that one finds something 
disagreeable. All tea, being 
“dirty hot water,” [sic again] is 
disagreeable. Therefore, saying 
“That isn’t my cup of tea” is re-
dundant. Would our otherwise 
honorable journalist therefore 
have us say simply “That’s tea” 
when we wish to express your 
distaste for something? Yeah, 
right. Try it and watch the 
blank stares ensue.
I do not contest the logic of 
this argument, but rather the 
truth of the second premise, 
namely that all tea is “dirty 
hot water” [still sic]. I find the 
assertion absurd, and pretty 
much the whole world would 
back me up on that. Save water, 
people consume tea more than 
any other beverage. More than 
two billion cups of tea are drunk 
every day on the planet. Ap-
parently humanity is obsessed 
with drinking “dirty hot water.” 
[have I mentioned sic?]
Perhaps I present too harsh 
a retort. If we stop and think 
about it, he who believes all 
tea is “dirty hot water” [si… oh, 
never mind] has most likely 
not sampled any tea other than 
that created by a bag of Lipton 
dipped in tepid tap water. The 
so-called tea found in such tea 
bags is referred to as “dust” in 
the tea industry, the literal re-
jects of the manufacturing pro-
cess of producing higher qual-
ity leaf tea. Our poor otherwise 
honorable journalist probably 
has no inkling of the existence of 
the myriad variety of teas, such 
as pan-fried Japanese greens, 
Formosa oolongs, black Assam 
tea, or aged Pu-erhs.
And perhaps I should also 
give him credit for his attempt, 
at least in his mind, to rid us of 
what he sees as a clichéd phrase. 
I, too, am no fan of banality, but 
you best leave tea out of it. 
Privacy in the digital world
The marriage of our culture with technology makes it harder to stay private.
http://msnbcmedia4.msn.com
The other side of the desk: Honest, tea
Vernon Edwards • guest writer
Why do we need the “Great” 
Debate, and does Rose-
Hulman need to be better? 
On Wednesday March 28, I 
asked President Matt Branam 
that very question. President 
Branam’s answer was yes, the 
Great Debate is about con-
tinuous improvement. Rose-
Hulman is not stagnant. As 
the world changes, Rose must 
also change to continue to de-
liver the best education to its 
students as possible.
President Branam began 
his rationale with a question: 
“You probably knew that we 
were the best at what we do 
before you came to Rose-Hul-
man. How did we get to be the 
best?” Before Rose-Hulman 
was number one, there was 
a group called the “Commis-
sion On the Future.” It was 
a planning committee made 
up of 400 individuals, mostly 
alumni, who together com-
piled a list of 127 goals Rose 
needed to do to become the 
best. The list was prioritized 
and strategically executed un-
til eventually Rose-Hulman 
became the best.
But what does it mean to be 
the best? President Branam de-
scribed it as being able to out-
perform your peers. He said it 
was a good measure as long as 
you’re in good company and 
you are not the best, but af-
ter you’ve been the best for 13 
years, it ceases to be a reliable 
way to assess oneself. “What 
would it look like if you weren’t 
comparing yourself to your 
peers, but you were looking out-
side the organization at how the 
world is changing and with the 
intention of trying to verify that 
you are preparing your students 
to the highest degree humanly 
possible for what they are going 
to encounter when they leave 
Rose-Hulman? That would be 
a truly great institution. That’s 
what we’re doing.”
So what needs to be done to 
Rose-Hulman in order to pro-
pel the institution to next level? 
At this point, no plan or list of 
goals has been fully established, 
but President Branam did have 
a few of his own aspirations he 
would like to see implicated at 
Rose. One was adding more ex-
ternal sources other than highly 
evolved manufacturing compa-
nies to the feedback loop that 
recommends improvements to 
our school’s curriculum.
Another aspiration Presi-
dent Branam expressed was 
to better serve the student’s 
interest, whether it is to work 
in a highly evolved company 
after graduation or to choose a 
different path. He told me, “In 
the last ten years we’ve seen a 
real distinction grow between 
the mainstream economy, the 
manufacturing engine that 
has driven the US economy, 
and the innovation economy.” 
President Branam went on 
to say, “A good argument 
could be made that more 
jobs have been created and 
more impact has been real-
ized through the innovation 
economy.” Rose-Hulman can 
be improved to help the stu-
dents who want to join the 
innovation economy.
As a final question, I asked 
President Branam where he 
saw Rose-Hulman in the next 
ten years. President Branam 
told me he saw Rose-Hulman 
recognized by a much wider 
audience, as a leader in the 
delivery of engineering edu-
cation, and better able to 
facilitate ever more diverse 
students headed in ever more 
diverse career paths. 
What is the
“Great” Debate?
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Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Coming into their match 
last Friday with a six game 
win streak on the line, the 
Rose-Hulman men’s ten-
nis team looked to continue 
their success against Green-
ville College. Winning five 
out of the six singles matches 
along with two out of three 
doubles matches, Rose-
Hulman secured its seventh 
consecutive victory.
The team then traveled to 
Lexington, KY to match up 
against conference oppo-
nent Transylvania Universi-
ty on Sunday. In a toughly-
fought match, the Pioneers 
of Transylvania would go 
on to extend their success 
in HCAC play. Falling 6 - 3 
in the match, the Rose-Hul-
man squad now has a 7 - 5 
record overall and are 4 - 3 
in league matches. Winning 
for the Engineers on the day 
were Ian Stevenson at the 
No. 4 singles position, the 
combination of Stevenson 
and Stephan Lemmer at the 
No. 2 doubles position, and 
Nathan Moore and Randy 
Billingsley in No. 3 dou-
bles.
 Of the winning streak, 
Dan Hopkins, Rose-Hul-
man head coach of both the 
men’s and women’s tennis 
teams, said that “once (the 
players) learned how to win 
individually, it just sort of 
caught on to the rest of the 
team.”
All of the four remaining 
matches for the Rose-Hul-
man team are scheduled to 
be at home, beginning this 
Sunday at 1 p.m. against 
the University of St. Fran-
cis. Hopkins said of the St. 
Francis team, “(their coach) 
will have them prepared to 
play us.”
To conclude the rest of 
the regular season, Rose-
Hulman will face HCAC op-
ponents Manchester College 
and Hanover College, fin-
ishing off against Vincennes 
University. “Hanover Col-
lege is the biggest question 
mark,” Hopkins stated of the 
remaining schedule. “Hope-
fully that will be a positive 
turnaround for us prior to 
the HCAC tournament.”
Match win 
streak ends 
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
The Engineer baseball team 
bounced back from their loss 
last week to conference leader 
Anderson University with a 
three-game winning streak in 
the days since. The streak has 
propped Rose-Hulman up to 
a 6 - 1 record in the past seven 
conference games.
Conference play continued 
on Friday with a doubleheader 
against Hanover College. The 
Panthers travelled to Terre 
Haute after being swept by An-
derson in a three game series 
the week before, but the Engi-
neers prevailed with a 6 - 1 win 
and a 4 - 2 win to sweep the 
day's events.
Senior Jim Bob Schuler 
pitched a complete game, al-
lowing just seven hits and no 
earned runs and striking out 
three batters along the way. 
The defense provided tough 
support, turning five double 
plays to tie a school record.
On offense, the Engineers 
jumped out to an early lead 
with four runs in the second 
inning, and the Panthers could 
never catch up. Sophomores 
Hank Akard and Parker Fulk-
erson joined senior Jamie 
Weinle with two hits and one 
RBI each to lead the offensive 
effort; Weinle and Fulker-
son each added a double in 
the opener.
The second game featured 
freshman Ben Menich on 
the mound; he struck out 
four batters and allowed 
seven hits. Senior Ryan 
Fuller pitched the final two 
innings to pick up his third 
save.
Akard and junior Nick 
Pilipovich had two hits each, 
and junior Bobby Newman 
rounded out the offensive 
effort with two runs scored.
On Tuesday, the Engi-
neers jumped out to anoth-
er early lead, and tough de-
fense held off a Franklin rally 
to secure the 6 - 4 win.
Schuler pitched six innings, 
allowing five hits and striking 
out five batters to earn the win. 
Akard grabbed his fourth save 
by picking up the last four outs 
of the game.
Junior Matthew Turk led 
the Engineers on offense with 
three singles, two RBIs, and 
one run scored, and senior Will 
Burchett had two singles and 
one RBI of his own.
The Engineers jumped to 20 
- 8 overall and stand at second 
place in the conference with an 
11 - 3 record in HCAC match-
ups. The team will travel to 
Transylvania University for a 
three-game series this Satur-
day and Sunday. They return 
to Art Nehf Field Tuesday 
night with their series-closing 
game against Anderson Uni-
versity.
 Engineers sweep 
Hanover College 
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
The Lady Engineers split last 
week's events but picked up a 
pair of key conference victories 
against Franklin College to pro-
pel to the fourth place spot in 
HCAC standings.
Two home games against 
Hanover College were post-
poned due to inclement weath-
er, so play started with a pair of 
away games at Spalding Uni-
versity.
The Louisville, Kentucky-
based team earned a narrow 
sweep over Rose-Hulman with 
3 - 1 and 4 - 3 wins, the latter 
requiring two extra innings to 
finish.
Freshman Lindsey Watter-
son led the offensive effort with 
her first career home run, and 
freshman Carly Heibel snagged 
four strikeouts while allowing 
just five hits in the first game.
In the second game, Heibel 
led the offense with three hits, 
and sophomore Allison Bow-
man put up two hits as well. 
At three runs a piece, the game 
was tied entering the ninth in-
ning.
Spalding picked up the lone 
necessary run to clinch the win, 
sending the heartbroken Lady 
Engineers to Franklin College 
for a doubleheader on Tues-
day.
In two high-scoring contests, 
Rose-Hulman swept the day's 
games with a 10 - 9 comeback 
win and a 10 - 4 victory in the 
nightcap.
Despite an early 6 - 0 lead by 
the Grizzlies in the first game, 
the Engineers bounced back 
steadily with three runs in the 
fifth inning and six in the sixth 
to take the lead.
In game two, the Lady Engi-
neers scored four runs in the 
third and fourth innings to fuel 
another 10-point win. Fresh-
man Jessica Ahlborn led the 
team in the nightcap with three 
hits, three scored runs, and a 
career-high five RBIs.
Rose-Hulman now stands at 
12 - 22 overall and 5 - 5 in con-
ference play, moving the Lady 
Engineers to fourth place with 
two weeks remaining in the 
season. Only the top four teams 
in the conference will secure a 
spot in the HCAC Tournament, 
so this weekend's doublehead-
ers against Bluffton and Hano-
ver will prove pivotal for the En-
gineers' postseason chances.
The postponed games against 
Hanover College will take place 
at home this Sunday, beginning 
at 1 p.m.
Down-and-up 
week for Rose-
Hulman softball
Jeremiah 
Cole
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
The Rose-Hulman men’s 
golf team took to the local 
links last weekend to take 
part in the annual Rose-Hul-
man Invitational. Shooting 
rounds of 86 and 81, senior 
Jermiah Cole led the way for 
the Engineers. Cole finished 
46th out of the 75 compet-
ing golfers. The team finished 
9th overall in the event. Rose-
Hulman will next play in the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference Championships. 
The opening two rounds of 
the four-round event will 
take place on April 28-29 at 
Hanover College.
This week’s Athlete of the 
Week therefore goes to elec-
trical engineering major Jere-
miah Cole for his noteworthy 
performance. He courteously 
answered a few questions for 
The Rose Thorn. 
Rose Thorn: What influ-
enced you to first start play-
ing?
JC: Back when I was about 
5 years old, I used to love 
going to the local putt-putt 
courses, and my love of golf 
really has grown from there. 
Obviously, putt-putt is a little 
different than playing a full 18 
holes with 14 clubs strapped 
to your back, but it’s where I 
first become interested.
RT: What has been your 
favorite moment as a mem-
ber of the Rose-Hulman golf 
team? 
JC: Although I’ve only 
spent a year with the golf 
team, the best moments are 
just being able to spend some 
time with my teammates on 
the car rides and on the dif-
ferent courses around the 
Indiana area. Some of these 
guys have been around the 
game longer than I have 
and offer some great advice 
and experience about what I 
can do better to improve my 
game.
RT: What are your favorite 
conditions to play in?
JC: If it’s a bright and sun-
ny day out, I make it goal to 
get out on the links to play, 
but I seem to play my best in 
less than perfect conditions. 
If there’s any sort of inclem-
ent weather like rain or gust-
ing winds, I find myself wor-
rying less about my golf game 
and more about just staying 
dry or standing up in the 
wind.
RT: If you could play any 
golf course in the US, which 
one would it be?
JC: That’s a really difficult 
question because there are 
so many amazing courses. 
The Masters just got done at 
Augusta National in Georgia, 
and I know I wouldn’t mind 
playing there once in my life. 
Unfortunately, membership 
at that course is by invita-
tion only, so unless I become 
the next Tiger Woods, I don’t 
think I’ll be lacing up my golf 
shoes there anytime soon.
RT: What do you enjoy 
most about playing golf?
JC: I’ve always enjoyed the 
overall challenge that golf 
presents. You can play the 
same courses and the same 
holes each and every day, 
but you always seem to find 
yourself in different scenar-
ios than the day or week be-
fore.
RT: Being a senior, what 
are your plans for after grad-
uation?
JC: I’ve already accepted 
a full-time job working with 
Cummins Diesel in their Ap-
plications Engineering de-
partment. I’m definitely ex-
cited to start working, but it’s 
going to be hard to leave the 
place that I’ve called home 
for 4 years.
Sophomore Hank Akard picked 
up his fourth save of the season 
against  Franklin. 
Rose-Hulman Athletics
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content or changes should be emailed to thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu. Any complaints about material being “not funny” should also be emailed to that address, whence I will have a hearty chuckle about its content, sharply sneer at the computer, then promptly delete the email.
Wacky prof quotes
“And next to radio waves 
are microwaves, and every-
one knows what a microwave 
is–you use it to warm up your 
ramen noodles.”
— Dr. Morris. No we–
wha–who told you!? Our 
shameful secret has been ex-
posed.
“Please fully disclose your 
past sexual history.”
–Dr. Mrs. DeVasher. Fi-
nally, a test question I can 
answer positively and un-
ambiguously: I have none.
“All that matters is who’s 
on top.”
–Dr. Sriram Moham. On 
top of what? Like, a table? I 
don’t get it...
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them to 
the Flipside at thorn-
flipside@rose-hul-
man.edu. And don’t 
forget, emailing your 
quotes could win you 
a $25 Visa gift card!
Top “10” Ten
Ways to (illegitimately) succeed on the FE
Thorn Staff • we’re bringing funny back! maybe
10. Order a pair of Google Glasses: Then everyone can 
see where you’re taking your test while you’re taking your test 
while you’re looking at a test in front of your test.
9. Leave messages on toilet paper rolls: All messages 
must be written using the FE provided pencils, otherwise they 
will not be accepted. 
8. Use morse code pencil-tapping: The only thing worse 
than your neighbor tapping their foot is the entire class tapping 
their pencils.
7. Get a tattoo with the answer: It’ll be like Prison Break, 
only way nerdier and with less prison.
6. Wear an eye patch with equations written on the 
inside: Because THAT worked in the movies. See: Spies Like 
Us.
5. Switch places with your more intelligent twin:  Bo-
nus points if you’re fraternal and wearing different clothes. 
4. Pose as a grader and change your score after the 
Scantron: Impersonation tips–be very mean to students and 
pretend like your job is important.
3. Use a series of mirrors to see other people’s an-
swers: Extra credit if the person is in the other room.
2. Hack your TI-30 so you can program answers into 
it: This is definitely easier than studying for the exam. If you 
need help, check the CS lab between 2 and 4 a.m.
1. Don’t take it: I’m talking to you, everybody but civils!
Matthew Inman • http://theoatmeal.com
Joseph McGow-Russell • comic writer
Melissa Schwenk
Students across campus were 
shocked Friday afternoon upon 
discovering their usual snack sup-
pliers had sold out. In a first-time 
occurrence, all the chips, cookies, 
and candy of the two convenience 
stores on campus were purchased 
by preplanning students, leaving 
others without any snacks.
Irene S. Ulrey, the normal clerk 
at the K-Store told the Flipside, 
“We’ve never sold more than 5 bags 
of chips the entire time I’ve worked 
here, and then today we sold out of 
all the snack food within 30 min-
utes of opening.”
“I just can’t believe the students 
were willing to pay this much for 
cookies.”
Across campus at the Circle C, 
Sarah-Margaret W. Collins, the 
day shift clerk, was facing the same 
empty shelves. “I couldn’t put the 
Pringles up fast enough. Every-
thing I stocked flew off the shelves 
so fast, that I just decided to keep 
a box next to the cash register and 
assume every customer wanted 
some crunchy.”
One disappointed student, Clyde 
Chronic, stated: “I would protest, 
but all I want to do is listen to 
Grateful Dead and eat cheese puffs. 
I really enjoy the simple and natu-
ral things in life.”
Students aren’t the only ones up-
set. Aïsha Sunshine, the astrology 
professor, told the Flipside that her 
entire afternoon was ru-
ined. “How am I supposed 
to enjoy my favorite holiday 
when I can’t find any cook-
ies to celebrate with?”
The managers of both 
Circle C and the K-Store 
have vowed to plan better 
in the future in order to 
avoid such a fiasco.
Snack Shortage
Hungry students discontent over empty 
shelves at Circle C and K-Store
http://iupui.edu
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